Name: ____________________________
Identifying Theme

Theme is the message the author wants to convey to the reader about life.  It goes beyond simply a topic – such as “friendship” or “happiness”.  When identifying the theme in a piece of literature, ask yourself: What is the author trying to teach me about this topic?  What did I learn about the topic?  A theme is arguable – but you must be able to back it up with evidence from the text.  Good literature will have multiple themes in one text. Fill out the chart below using direct quotes from the text. 

	Topic
What are some of the general topics about the story?
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	Figurative Language/Diction
What words/phrases does the author use relating to the topic(s)?
	






	Characters
What do the characters say and do in the story?
	






	Conflict
What is the conflict? 


	






	Resolution
What is the outcome of the conflict?
	






	Message
What is the author trying to teach the reader about life?
	








DIRECTIONS:  Now that you have identified the theme, you are going to analyze the theme
using the following sentence frame.  Pick one of the elements from the story (language,
characters, conflict, resolution) that proves the theme.  You must use a direct quote from the 
text.  

In the  ____________________  ___________________________	by _____________________, (genre of the work)		(title of work)				(author)
examines/explores/illustrates _____________________________________________________. 
							(theme statement)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________.
(theme statement)
This is shown through ___________________________________________________________.
						(element from the text)
For example, ___________________________________________________________________
(intro to the quote)
“_____________________________________________________________________________
(direct quote from the text)
___________________________________________________________________________” (________).
(direct quote from the text) 							(page #)
This proves / illustrates / enhances ___________________________________________________________
				(your interpretation of the quote)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________.
(your interpretation of the quote)
_____________________________________________________________________________________________.
(your interpretation of the quote)

