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What is THEME?




What is ORAL TRADITION?




FABLES




FOLK TALES / TALL TALES

» Definition: deal with heroes, adventure, magic or romance
Some are tall tales- stories that contain hyperbole. (Ex: Paul Bunyan)

» Origin: American folk literature
» Oral tradition (word of mouth); no known author

« Content: Based on hard-working people
» Bragging and exaggeration - HYPERBOLE (tall tale)
« Humorous or witty
» Seemingly impossible feats

» Characters: people, fictional characters
» Told to make the narrator seems as if he/she was part of the story

« Examples: Ali Baba, Johnny Appleseed, Jack & the Beanstalk
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More about MYTHS

» Show the relationship between gods and people

* Form of early science to the Greeks because it helped
explain the unexplainable.
* How is the world created?
 Why are there separate seasons?
* Why do we fall in love?
« What causes lightning and other natural phenomena/disasters?




Greek Mythology
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Beliefs and Characteristics

« Death is inevitable and final, so the goal was to become a legend
through great deeds.

» The Greeks were tough, restless, ambitious, hard-living, and
imaginative.

* Honor was extremely important, and the Greeks were very
vengeful if wronged.

* The gods mirrored human feelings and physical form.

» Their flaws were pride, cruelty, stubbornness, impulsiveness, lust
for power, and a desire to be like the gods.



Mount Olympus




/eus

e Supreme ruler of the Gods
* Weapon: thunderbolt

« Falls in love frequently and
acts on it...even though he’s
married.




Hera

 Zeus’ wife and sister

* Protector of marriage and
married women

* Symbols: peacock, cow

» Jealous of Zeus’ affairs







Persephone




Poseidon




Aphrodite




Hephaestus



Demeter

» Goddess of agriculture
* Symbol: wheat

* Mood affects the
seasons
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